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Editor Enters Full- 
Time Evangelistic 
Work; Resigns 
Pastorate 


Last Sunday night, January 7th, 
at the close of the Sunday night 
service, the editor resigned the pas- 
torate of the Galilean Baptist 
Church in Dallas, announcing his 
intention to give full time to the 
evangelistic field. For several years 
there have been far more invita- 
tions than the editor could accept. 
In 1939 I was away from my 
church eighteen Sundays, and more 
often in the week time than on 
Sunday. The leading of the Lord 
has become increasingly clear for 


the following reasons. 


- 


First, the call for revivals has 
become very strong. On my desk 
are calls from nineteen pastors and 
churches asking me to give them 
some of my time for revivals, and 
I have standing invitations from 
others, held over from last year 
because I could not go. Matching 
these calls is the unceasing bur- 
den of my heart. I can get no rest 
or peace of mind, except by go- 
ing into the revival field and giving 
most of my time to that for the 
present. 


Second, the burdens I have been 
trying to carry are too heavy. To 
edit The Sword .of the Lord, to 
and distribute multiplied 
thousands of pamphlets and larger 
books, to spend half of my time 
or more in revivals and still carry 
the burdens of the pastorate are 
too heavy for any man to Carry, 
continually. 

Third, it seems to me that the 
church itself would profit greatly 
by the pastorate of a man who 
could spend practically all his time 
on the field. He could give atten- 
tion to the church work, he could 
visit in the homes, to an extent 
that I can not possibly do. And I 
feel that under God, such a pastor 
might be a new voice who would 
be heeded and bring richer bless- 
ing to the church than I can 
bring. 

My home for the present will re- 
main in Dallas, and I will con- 
tinue to act as pastor temporarily, 
helping the church to secure a 
good pastor under the leading of 
God. 

God willing, I will spend most 
of my time in revivals all over 
the nation. I have enough calls 
to keep me busy, but I have defi- 
nitely accepted only two. I am 
considering buying a big gospel 
tent to reach larger crowds of the 
unsaved and shall especially con- 
sider invitations to hold union re- 
vivals or revivals where some large 
meeting, place will be provided 
so that we may hope to reach great 
crowds of the unconverted and 
backslidden. 

The Sword of the Lord will be 
continued without’ change except 
that I expect to give it far better 
attention and trust in the help of 
God and his people to make it an 
influential national weekly. May 
God use this little paper as a flam- 
ing evangel to win souls and to 
fire Christians for holy living, for 
soul winnipg, and for the defense 
of the faith. 

I have had real heartache at the 
thought of leaving my beloved peo- 
ple in Dallas, and yet I am con- 
fident that it the sweet will of 
God. The church is well estab- 
lished, has a commodious and beau- 
tiful building, and is running in 
sweet harmony. May God send a 
mighty revival upon the church, 


send\them His own choice for pas- 
tor, and make the church a great- 


— 


Subscribe for THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD, $1.00 a year; 3 years 
for $2.00. Remarkable sermons, Bi- 
ble studiés and articles coming by 
John R. Rice and other well known 
Bible teachers and preachers of 
America. Thousands being blessed. 
Notice opposite your name on your 
copy of The Sword and see if your 
subscription is out. Address 201 
East Tenth Street, Dallas, Texas. 


er lighthouse of blessing than ever 
before. 


For the present I will continue 
to act as pastor of the Galilean 
Baptist Church, until a suitable 
pastor can be found and accept the 
work, God willing. I am the only 
pastor that the church has ever 
had, and feel compelled to continue 
the nominal relationship and re- 
sponsibility as pastor for a little 
time, even though I shall be on 
the field in revivals most of the 
time, beginning very soon. Let 
earnest Christians pray that God 
will be greatly glorified in pro- 
viding His man for the pastorate 
here. 


“The Double 


Curse of Booze” 


Sunday night’s sermon by pastor 
John R,. Rice at the Galilean Bap- 
tist Church (formerly Fundamen- 
talist Baptist) at 201 East Tenth 
Street. Services start promptly at 
7:30. This will be a burning and 
relentless attack on the wicked 
liquor business. It will show what 
even “moderate drinking’”’ of beer 
or wine leads to. It will show ef- 
fects on health, morals, on jobs; 
results in business prosperity, di- 
vorce, disease, corruption in gov- 
ernment, and from the Bible, too! 
Will show that according to the 
Bible the drunkard shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of Heaven. Poor 
lost sinner, man or woman who 
drinks — it will show how to get 
relief from the slavery of drink. 
God loves the drinking sinner and 
offers forgiveness and victory. 


This sermon will show the awful 
curse on those who sell booze or 
beer, the curse of God on the gov- 
ernment that sells it, on the Demo- 
crat who votes for it. Will show 


the woe pronounced in the Bible 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


Fire: An Emblem 
of the Holy Spirit 


BY D. L. MOODY 


(One sermon printed from Short 
Talks by D. L. Moody. The book 
sells for 20c.) 


The best definition I can find of 
“emblems of the Holy Spirit” is: 
God’s chosen illustrations from 
natural things to help us to under- 
stand the work of the Holy Spirit, 
whereby, through the physical 
senses, we may get a clear grasp 
of important spiritual truth. 


The first emblem of which I want 
to speak is fire. There are three 
things that this holy fire does — 
it searches, it purifies, it tlumi- 
nates. 

|. Fire Searches 


Some years ago, at the begin- 
ning of one of the Northfield con- 
ferences, a minister preached on 
the text, ‘“‘Ye shall receive power 
after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you.” Through the whole au- 


MORE ABOUT CHRISTIANS JOINING LODGES 


BY JOHN R. RICE 
(Continued From Last Week) 


The Penalties of Masonic Oaths 
Are Unchristian, Bloodthirsty 
and Murderous 


Read again the penalty assumed 
by every man who takes the En- 
tered Apprentice obligation: 

*“Binding myself under no less a 
penalty than that of having my 
throat cut across, my tongue torn 
out by its roots, and buried in the 
rough sands of the sea at low-wa- 
ter mark, where the tide ebbs and 
flows twice in twenty-four hours, 
should I ever knowingly or will- 
ingly violate this my solemn oath 
and obligation as an Entered Ap- 
prentice Mason. So help me God, 
and keep me steadfast in the due 
performance of the same.” The 
second degree or Fellow-Craft ob- 
ligation has the following penalty: 

“Binding myself under no less a 
penalty than that of having my 
left breast torn open, my heart 
plucked out, and given as @ prey 
to the wild beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the air ..” The third 
or Master Mason’s obligation has 
this penalty: 

“Binding myself under no less a 
penalty than that of having my 
body severed in twain, my bowels 
taken from thence and burned to 
ashes, the ashes scattered to the 
four winds of heaven, so that no 
more trace or remembrance may 
be had of so vile and perjured a 
wretch as I, should I ever know- 
ingly or willingly violate this my 
solemn obligation as a Master Ma- 
son. So help me God, and keep 
me steadfast in the due perform- 
ance of the same.” 

And remember that such penal- 
ties. are connected with the oath 
required in taking the obligation 
for each degree. 

Such penalties are unchristian. 
No Christian has a right to bind 
himself to any such wicked thing. 

Every Christian’s body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, the 
dwelling place of God. It is a ter- 
rible sin for a Christian to defile 
his body and suicide is a form of 
murder. How, then, can any Chris- 
tian bind himself to “have my 
throat cut across, my tongue torn 
out by its roots, and buried in the 
rough sands of the sea,” or to have 
his heart plucked out and fed to 


| beasts of prey or to have his body 
‘cut in two and his bowels burned ? 
Does any Christian have a right 
to bind himself to any such pen- 
alties? Should any Christian, call- 
ing on Almighty God to bear him 
witness, offer himself and bind 
himself for any such penalties upon 
the body which is purchased by the 
blood of Christ on the cross, and 
which is indwelt by the Holy Spirit 
and to all that lest he should re- 
veal some of the silly frumperies 
and rigmarole of the _ so-called 
secrets of Masonry which are 
widely published and available for 
scholars all over the world? 


But if it is wicked and unchris- 
tian for a man to bind himself and 
offer his body for this murderous 
mutilation, then is it right for the 
lodge to administer the oath and 
assess the penalty, calling upon Al- 
mighty God to see it fulfilled? 
What group of men has the right 
to murder for the protection of 
their secret rituals? And every 
oath with such a penalty assumes 
that the lodge has a right to exe- 
cute the penalty and the duty to 
do it. Oaths vary in various degrees 
of the Masonic order. In one de- 
gree the drama is enacted of a man 
seen peeping who is discovered and 
seized and conducted to death as 
an example of what is to happen 
to one so indiscreet as to divulge 
his obligations. The explanation 
says, “We are bound to cause their 
death, and take vengeance on the 
treason by the destruction of the 
traitors.” The penalty of the ob- 
ligation for the old Thrice Ilustri- 
ous Order of the Cross was as fol- 
lows: “To all and every part there- 
of we then bind you, and by ancient 
usage you bind yourself, under the 
no less infamous penalty than 
dying the death of a traitor, by 
having a spear, or other sharp in- 
strument, like our Divine Master, 
thrust into your left side, bear- 
ing testimony, even in death, to 
the power and justice of the mark 
of the Holy Cross.” (See Light 
on Masonry, eighth edition, page 
199, or Charles G. Finney on 
Freemasonry.) Certainly Masonic 
oaths, if taken at their face value, 
mean that Masonry assumes the 
right to have assassinated those 
whom they may count traitors to 
the order. 

But did Masons ever carry out 
this death threat, this penalty to 


which every Mason binds himself 
by oath? The answer is that Cap- 
tain William Morgan was so mur- 
dered by Masons on September 19, 
1826. In the book, Stearns on 
Masonry, elder Stearns, a Baptist 
preacher, tells how one of the three 
men who drew lots to take part in 
the assassination of Morgan, made 
his confession. It was in 1848, 
twenty-two years after the Masonic 
murder of Morgan that the physi- 
cian, Dr. John L. Emery of Racine 
County, Wisconsin, took down the 
deathbed confession of Henry L. 
Valance, one of the three. After 
the death of Valance, the confes- 
sion was made public by Dr. 
Emery. The confession is found on 
page 311 of Stearn’s book on 
Masonry and is copied also by Rev. 
Charles G. Finney, the famous 
evanvelist, in his book on The 
Character Claims and Practical 
Workings of Freemasonry, page 
11 ff. Some Masons say that Mor- 
gan was never murdered. But Ma- 
sons themselves generally thought 
so. There were only a few more 
than 50,000 Masons in the country 
at that time, and about 45,000 of 
them quit Masonic lodges, and 
nearly 2,000 separate lodges dis- 
banded as a result of the great 
uproar that followed! These figures 
are given by Evangelist Finney in 
his book or Freemasonry, page 18. 
The Masonic Grand Lodge at the 
time defended the murder of Mor- 
gan. Many Masons today do so. 
I discussed the matter with my 
father freely the summer I started 
out to become a Mason and have 
sometimes discussed it since. | 


The general public also believed 
that Morgan was murdered as one 
of his murderers on his deathbed 
confessed was true. The Legis- 
lature of Rhode Island appointed a 
committee, gave them authority to 
arrest and examine Freemasons to 
see whether the oaths published by 
Elder Stearns and other Christian 
men at the time were really the 
oaths of Freemasons. The commit- 
tee had before them Masons who 
had taken the first ten degrees of 
Masonry and under the pains and 
penalties of perjury they owned to 
the committee that the oaths were 
those that they had taken. “In 
1829, on the trial of Elihu Mather, 
in Orleans County, the obligations 
of the three first degrees and of 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


dience there was hardly a man that 
did not rise to show that he wanted 
to receive that power. A week 
later some of them were in a 
wretched state. They found that 
they were not ready to receive the 
power, and we had to turn to the 
one hundred and _  thirty-ninth 
Psalm, last two verses. What a 
day it was! I believe that great 
good was done when we got on 
our faces and made this prayer 
from our hearts: “Search me 
God, and know my heart; try Me, 
and know my thoughts; and see if 
there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlast- 
ing.’’ There is no use talking to 
others until we are right ourselves. 
“Search me, O God” — not my 
neighbor, not my friend, but me. 
If the Holy Ghost searches us, it 
will be a heart work. 


This is precisely what God’s holy 
fire does: it searches. When I 
going through the land of Goshen 
in Egypt a few years ago, as I 
came near the city of Alexandria I 
saw the strangest sight I had ever 
seen. The heavens were lit up with 
a new kind of light, and there 
seemed to be flash after flash. I 
couldn’t understand_ifpien” “eard 
that the Khedive head died, and 
a new Khedive was coming into 
power. I found later that England 
had sent over some war vessels, 
and the moment that darkness 
came on they had turned their 
searchlights upon that city. It 
was almost as light as at noon- 
day. Every street was lit up, and 
I do not suppose that ten men 
could have met in any part of 
Alexandria without being discov- 
ered by that searchlight. Now I am 
anxious that God may turn His 
searchlight upon us, and see if 
there be any evil way in us; and 
when we get right ourselves, there 
is no trouble about reaching other” 
people, 


ll. Fire Purifies 


“IT indeed baptize you with water 
unto repentance,’ said John the 
Baptist, “but He shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 
Until the fire came the disciples 
were not qualified to work for God. 
They were all the time making 
blunders. The two sons of Zebedee, 
afterwards noted for their meek- 
ness and humility, wanted to call 
down fire from heaven and con- 
sume a town in Samaria that had 
refused Christ the common hos- 
pitality of that day. Christ camé 
not to destroy life but to give 
life. The disciples never did a thing 
or said a thing that was worth re- 
cording until the fire of Pentecost 
came and took the dross out of 
them. 


There are some things that 
water cannot do. It may cleanse 
the outside, but fire searches not 
only the outside but the inside; it 
is penetrating. Take a lump of 
quartz, filled with beautiful pieces 
of gold, which you can see sparkle. .. 
If dust gets on it and covers up the 
gold, you can wash the dust off. 
But there is one thing you can- 
not do with water — you cannot 
get the gold away from the dross. 
There is only one way to do that — 
—put it into the fire and melt it. - 
Then the pure gold will come out, 
and the dross may be thrown away. 
What we need is to have the fire 
kindled that shall burn up all the . 


dross and let the pure gold shine 
forth. | 
Notice also in the Bible that 


when God called a man to do a 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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- More About Christians Joining Lodges 


a Royal Arch Mason, were proved, 
at a Circuit Court held by Judge 
Gardiner, by the testimony of three 
seceding Masons and one adhering 
Mason. In obedience to a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of New York, 
Judge Gardiner reported this evi- 
dence, and it was printed by order 
of the Senate.” (Freemasonry, by 
Finney; pages 41, 42. May be 
bought from National Christian 
Association, Chicago, Illinois.) 
Fourteen hundred citizens of the 
state of Connecticut presented a 
partition to the Legislature in their 
session of May, 1833, asking that 
such Masonic oaths be prohibited 
by law. The House of Representa- 
tives appointed a committee to in- 
vestigate to find whether or not 
Masonic oaths were given as had 
been printed by Mr. Allyn in his 
Masonic Ritual, and by others, and 
found from witnesses that they 
were correctly reported with oc- 
casional slight verbal differences in 
various parts of the country. The 
committee recommended to the 
Legislature that the oaths should 
be prohibited by legal enactment: 

“1. Because they are unauthor- 
ized by law. 


“2. They bind the person to 
whom they are administered to dis- 
regard and violate the law. 

“3. Because they are, in their 
natural tendency, subversive of 
public morals and blasphemous. 

“4¢ Because the penalties at- 

i to the breach of them are 

as are entirely unknown to 
our law, and are forbidden both by 
the Constitution of the United 
States and by the Constitution of 
this State’”’ (Freemasonry, Finney, 
pages 49, 50). 

The above evidence shows that 
the oaths as published were true 
oaths, and that the general public 
believed they were sometimes en- 
forced. 


It.is proper to believe then that 
_ MeSonic oaths are murderous and 
“criminal in intent and if they are 
carried out would make every Ma- 
son a criminal, a law violator. 


It is true that Masons who se- 
cede from the lodges are perse- 
cuted, slandered and opposed. A 
few weeks ago a member of a 

ve ora wil} is also a church 
member told mexhow his compan- 
ions had threatened to beat me up 
because they disliked what I said 
in public on this question. There 
are many known cases where the 
Ku Klux Klan resorted to violence 
and some proven cases of assassi- 
nation. While the Ku Klux Klan 
is now in general disrepute, it is 
only-fair to remember that mem- 


© bers of other secret societies took 


a leading part in the work of the 
Klan. That was the case of my 
father who was both Mason and 
' Odd Fellow and joined the Ku 
' Klwx Klan also. My father told me 
~ @i_tases of violence by lodge ac- 
» tion, which he justified. The spirit 
of vengeance is inseparably con- 
nected with the horrible oaths and 
penalties of the secret orders. 


Lodge Oaths Tend to Protect 
Criminals, Defeat Justice and 
Make Lodge Members Into 
Liars and Deceivers 


Again I remind the reader that 
we are discussing the lodges and 
not lodge members. We are dis- 
cussing the institutions and not pri- 
marily the men and women who are 
in them. For example, the Master 
“Mason swears, “I will obey all 
regular signs, summonses, or tok- 
ens, given, handed, sent, or thrown 
to me from the hand of a brother 
Master Mason.” And again, “A 
Master Mason’s secrets, given to 
me in charge as such, and I know- 
ing them to be such, shall remain 
as secure and inviolable in my 
breast as in his own, when com- 
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municated to me, murder.and trea- 
son excepted, and they left to my 
own election.” (See Freemasonry 
by Finney, page 44.) 

Now suppose a man is a wit- 
ness in a criminal case for any- 
thing excepting murder and trea- 
son, against a brother Master 
Mason. Suppose the witness re- 
ceives a sign, summons or token 
from the hand of this brother Mas- 
ter Mason who is charged with a 
crime. He is sworn to retain 
secrets given to him by his brother 
Mason in every case, ‘“‘murder and 
treason excepted, and they left to 
my own election.” That is, he may 
feel obligation to hide either mur- 
der or treason, but he is not bound 
to do so, though he is bound to hide 
any other secret of a Master Ma- 
son. Now in a court of law can 
Masons be thoroughly relied upon 
to witness against Masons having 
sworn such an oath? Obviously, if 
they were sincere when they took 
the oath, and are honorable men, 
they cannot. And if the lodge oath 
was taken lightly, may not the oath 
in court be insincerely taken and 
lightly held also? This indicates 
that the oaths of Masonry conflict 
with the duties of citizenship. 


The Royal Arch Mason’s oath 
says, “I will aid and assist a com- 
panion Royal Arch Mason when 
engaged in any difficulty; and 
espouse his cause so far as to ex- 
tricate him from the same, if in 
my power, whether he be right or 
wrong.’ Note that last statement 
of the oath, “whether he be right 
or wrong.” He also swears, “A 
Companion Royal Arch Mason’s 
secrets, given me in charge as 
such, and I knowing them to be 
such, shall remain as secure and 
inviolable in my breast as in his 
own, without exception.” Note that 
this oath does not except to either 
murder or treason as secrets that 
may be revealed. In some areas the 
oath has sometimes been given, 
“murder and treason not excepted.” 
In any case, it is clear that an ad- 
vanced Mason taking the seventh 
or Royal Arch Mason’s Degree, 
swears to keep the secrets of a 
companion Royal Arch Mason even 
to the extent of protecting him 
when guilty of murder or treason, 
that is, without exception. He is 
sworn to “aid and assist a com- 
panion Royal Arch Mason when 
engaged in any difficulty; and 
espouse his cause so far as to 
extricate him from the same, if in 
my power, whether he be right or 
wrong.” 

Now is a Royal Arch Mason on 
the judge’s bench, to extricate 
from his difficulty a Royal Arch 
Mason brought before him? Is a 
Royal Arch Mason, then, to be 
relied upon for jury duty, when 
a companion Royal Arch Mason 
is being tried? Can any officer 
of the law be expected to do his 
exact duty for the government and 
justice, when another Mason is in- 
volved? Obviously, if Masonic 
oaths mean anything, then a Ma- 
son, holding to those oaths and 
trying to fulfill them as he has 
sworn to*do, would pervert justice 
and dishonor his office. Otherwise, 
the solemn and binding oaths are 
perjury and blasphemy. 

Dr. R. A. Torrey who was super- 
intendent of Moody Bible Institute 
of Chicago, later dean of the Bi- 
ble Institute of Los Angeles, world- 
wide evangelist and Bible teacher, 
said, ““‘To my own personal knowl- 
edge, Masonry has been used to 
protect criminals and other evil- 
doers from the just consequences 
of their wrong-doing. Im one city 
where I lived, the proprietor of 
the vilest and most notorious place 
in the city could not be touched 
by the law because he was a 
Knight Templar. Every other place 
of the sort was run out of the city 
but this. I have known similar 
things elsewhere that have come 
under my personal observation.” 
(From tract, My Reasons For Not 
Joining the Masonic Fraternity, 
by Rev. R. A. Torrey, D.D. Printed 
by National Christian Association, 
850 W. Madison Street, Chicago, 
Illinois. Price, 2c or 15 for 25c.) 

The oaths of lodge members 
which bind them to help other 
lodge members in almost any cir- 
cumstance, and in some cases with- 
out exception, present a great po- 
litical danger to the nation. Very 
few men ever run for high office 
in this country without being lodge 
members and prominently wearing 
lodge pins or rings. For this rea- 
son General U. S. Grant, later 
President Grant, said, “All secret, 
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oath-bound, tical parties are 
dangerous to y nation.” John 
Quincy Adams, Daniel Webster, 
and other statesmen, have recog- 
nized this v real danger and 
openly and pu 
orders because of it. Certainly 
Christians should have no part in 
oath-bound secret orders, binding 
them with unbelievers by pledges 
that endanger justice and help 
criminals. 


Lodge Oaths Are Profane and 
Blasphemous 


If a Christian who joins the Ma- 
sonic lodge, for example, takes the 
Entered Apprentice oath printed 
above, “binding:.myself under no 
less a penalty than that of hav- 
ing my throat cut across, my 
tongue torn out by its roots; and 
buried in the rough sands of the 
sea at low-water mark, where the 
tide ebbs and flows twice in twen- 
ty-four hours, should I ever know- 
ingly or willingly violate this my 
solemn oath and obligation as an 
Entered Apprentice Mason. So 
help me God, and keep me stead- 
fast in the due performance of the 
same.” — if he is sincere and 
earnest, then he is entering into 
an illegal and criminal bond, to be 
guilty of murder himself or to en- 
dorse it in others. But if he is 
not agreeing to murder in his 
heart, he is certainly an awful 
blasphemer. 


Notice again the words of the 
oath. Paragraph three says: 


“To all of this I most solemnly 
and sincerely promise and swear, 
with a firm and steadfast resolu- 
tion to keep and perform the same, 
without any equivocation, mental 
reservation, or secret evasion of 
mind whatever.” If the maker of 
that oath does not have a firm 
and steadfast resolution to keep it, 
then he lies before God and man 
because he calls on both God and 
man to witness it. If he has any 
equivocation or mental reservation, 
or any secret evasion of mind 
whatever, about this oath, then he 
is a falsifier. And remember that 
all of this is promised and sworn 
on oath. The obligation is called, 
“This my solemn oath,” and the 
candidate avows, “I most solemnly 
and sincerely promise and swear.” 
And the oath closes with this: “so 
help me God, and keep me stead- 
fast in the due performance of the 
same.” The oath is bloody, it is 
criminal, it is unchristian, and now 
certainly it cannot be denied that 
it is a horrible blasphemy before 
God! 

Consider that God’s Word says, 
“Thou shalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain: for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain” 
(Exo. 20:7; Deut. 5:11). Surely 
anyone who thus calls upon God, 
most solemnly promising and 
swearing, with a penalty of his 
own death, to keep certain things, 
and then if he does not with all 
his heart mean what he says, is he 
not a profane blasphemer and 
swearer? Could such a man be be- 
lieved if he took a simple oath be- 
fore a court? Could he be trusted 
on his unsupported promise any- 
where ? 

Reader, look about you and know 
that every man who is a Mason 
took these horrible oaths, at least 
some of them, depending upon how 
many degrees he has taken. If he 
was honorable and sincere in his 
oath, then he is committed to en- 
dorse the murder of any who vio- 
late that oath and reveal the se- 
cret of Masonry, and on the other 
hand; if he did not sincerely and 
earnestly take these solemn obli- 
gations on an oath before God, 
then he is a false-swearer, a liar 
and perjurer, unworthy to be be- 
lieved and certainly not to be 
trusted. 


Christians, surely you must see 
that for a child of God to take such 
unholy, profane oaths is a wicked 
sin and dishonors Christ. 


But blasphemy is the customary 
thing in the lodges. The name of 
God is bandied from lip to lip by 
those who do not love Him and 
by those who have rejected His 
Son, Jesus Christ. His name is 
used as a mere form, without any 
heartfelt allegiance. For examples, 
the Masonic cry of distress is, “O 
Lord, my God, is there no help for 
the Widow’s son?” The master of 
the lodge assumes certain titles. 
that are only fit for Deity Himself, 
and sometimes actually plays the 
part of God Almighty! Usually the 
name of Jesus is omitted but in 
some degrees the name of Jesus 
and of Christ and other terms like 
“the Lion of the tribe of Judah” 


cly opposed secret | taking 
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are used again and again. To men- 
tion the name of God or of Christ 
without either sincerely honoring 
Him or without earnestly calling 
upon Him in reverent prayer is 
the name of God in vain. 
And that sin is the sin of every 
church member who ‘enters into 
secret orders where the name of 
God is used as a matter of form 
and often by unconverted and pro- 
fane men. 


Either lodge oaths mean what 
they say or they do not. If they 
do mean what they say, then lodge 
members are men sworn to crime, 
to bloodshed, to persecution, and 
even horrible mutilation of the 
dead. If lodge members mean the 
oaths they take, then how horribly 
unchristian they are! How con- 
trary to the law of God and man! 
How dangerous to good govern- 
ment, how opposed to good morals, 
how contrary to the commands of 
Christ! But if on the other hand, 
lodge oaths do not mean what they 
say, and if those who swear so 
solemnly, calling upon God Himself 
to witness and keep them stead- 
fast, swearing that they have no 
mental reservation whatever, no 
secret evasion of mind — if they do 
not mean what they swear, then 
every such lodge member is an 
awful perjurer, a falsifier, a blas- 
phemer. His promise is a lie and 
his oath is perjury! So in whatever 
sense one may take lodge oaths, 
they are wicked. To take one is a 
sin and nothing but sin can be 
made of it. Lodge oaths are so 
wicked that no Christian should 
ever take one. To do so makes one 
either a criminal, swearing to 
break the law and promising to 
protect others who break it, or it 
makes one a blasphemer and a 
perjurer! 


Jesus Commanded Christians: 


"Swear Not At All’ 


But leaving aff the question of 
whether lodge oaths are blood- 
thirsty, whether they bind a man’s 
soul and enslave him, whether 
these oaths pledge a man to mur- 
der or violate the law, has a Chris- 
tian any right to take any lodge 
oath whatever? The answer comes 
as clear as daylight from the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself, that no child 
of God has any right to take any 
such oaths whatever. | 

In Matthew 5:33 to 37 Jesus 
said: 

“Again, ye have heard that 
it hath been said by them of 
old time, Thou shalt not for- 
swear thyself, but shalt per- 
form unto the Lord thine 
oaths: 

“But I say unto you, Swear 


not at all; neither by heaven; 
for it is God's throne: 


“Nor by the earth; for it is 
his footstool; neither by Je- 
rusalem; for it is the city of 
the-great King. 

“Neither shalt thou swear by 
thy head, because thou canst 
not make one hair white or 
black. 


“But let your communication 
be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil.” 


Hear the words of the Son of 
God: “But I say unto you, Swear 
not at all’! Some Christians be- 
lieve it wrong to take oaths in 
court, a judicial oath for govern- 
ment purposes. And because of 
that the Constitution provides that 
men may say, “I do solemnly af- 
firm” instead of saying, “I do 
solemnly swear.” Thus the Consti- 
tution of our country admits that 
a Christian is bound in conscience 
not to take the oaths which are 
forbidden by Jesus Christ. But the 
oath in court is simply a solemn 
assertion that one will tell the 
truth. If even that legal oath is 
offensive to some Christians, how 
can any child of God take the un- 
necessary, unchristian oath of the 
secret societies and lodges? Jesus 
said, “Swear not at all.” And He 
said, “Let your communication be, 
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatso- 
ever is more than these cometh of 
evil.” A child of God has a right 
to say, “Yes, yes,” and “No, no,” 
and he is expected to be believed. 
And any Christian who ever goes 
further than that sins against God. 
Certainly every Christian who ever 
took a lodge oath violated.the com- 
mand of Jesus Christ, and sinned: 


Again in James 5:12 the com- 
mand is so plain that it cannot be 
misunderstood: 

“But above all things, my 
brethren, swéar not, neither by 
heaven, neither by the earth, 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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In the January sale we are making the biggest 
lets and tracts by Editor John R. Rice which we 
a library of gospel truth; warning, 
preaching needed in every home. Especially needed 
and Sunday school teachers. 


Note the following list of eighteen books, all for $1.00. Regular 
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BOOKS! 10% OFF IN JANUARY SALE 


You may safely buy from us. We guarantee to please. We will not knowingly sell any book that is false in doctrine or one not helpful and blessed of God. 


We recommend books’ that we know have blessed thousands. The followin 


g books are standard great books. At this saving get what you need now for your- 


self and others. THESE PRICES ARE GOOD ONLY DURING JANUARY. Quantities are limited on some, so hurry! If you want a good book not listed 
we either have it,or can probably get it. Order from us at 10% less than publishers’ prices during this sale. Remember, any profit goes to getting out the 


gospel in print. 


Commentaries 


MATTHEW HENRY’S COMMENTARY. Beautiful 
six volume set, 
, over 7,000 large 
— i <@ . pages, 


ITI Pirie ce 
Wi Moriacey | us 
’ » 


Fabrikoid 
cover, boxed: A 
devotional and 
spiritual gold 
mine for preach- 
ers, Bible teach- 
ers and students. 
Used and en- 
dorsed by Spur- 
geon, Truett, and 
leading preachers. 
Price, 


CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ COMMENTARY, b y 
James M,. Gray, D.D. 447 large two-column pages. 
Comments on the whole Bible, chapter by chapter; 
highly commended. Sale price, postpaid............ $2.70 


JAMIESON, FAUSSET AND 
BROWN’S COMMENTARY 
ON THE WHOLE BIBLE. 
An entirely new edition of 
this famous Commentary. 
Long regarded as an invalu- 
able aid to a better knowl- 
edge of the meaning and im- 
port of Holy Scripture. For 
pastors, teachers, Bible stu- 
dents, and Christian workers 
generally. Commended high- 
ly by Will H. Houghton, 
President of Moody Bible In- 
stitute, W. B. Riley, George 
W. Truett, Dr. Robert G. Lee, 
Wiliam Edward Biederwolf, Charles H. Spurgeon, 
and others. Title stamped in gold. Durable Buck- 
ram binding. 1,350 pages. Price........................ $4.45 


Concordances 


THE TREASURY OF SCRIPTURE KNOWLEDGE, 
with an introduction by R.A. Torrey. Arranged by 
chapters and verses just like the Bible except that 
with every verse is given numerous references to 
other parts of the Bible which discusses the same 
subject. 778 pages, price, postpaid, only........ $3.60 


CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CON- 
CORDANCE. Nearly 800 pages, 
clear type, three columns to a page. 
A good concordance is the most use- 


ful book next to the Bible. Very 
valuable. Remarkable low price, 
UN, CER icridisnctentrancnenepeaneiesiiend $1.80 


YOUNG’S ANALYTICAL CON- 
CORDANCE (Revised Edition). 
311,000 references. It gives the orig- 
inal Hebrew or Greek of any word 
in the English Bible with literal 
meaning of each. Valuable and im- 
portant supplements. Used constant- 
ly by the editor and greatly prized. 20th edition. 
Cloth bound, 1,244 pages, price, postpaid............ $6.75 


SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY AND CONCORD- 
ANCE, 100,000 references compiled especially for 
this volume, a history of each book of the Bible, 
4,000 questions and answers on the Old and New 
Testaments, colored maps, etc. 786 pages. Black 
Buckram cloth, gold titles. Price, postpaid......$1.80 
(Same dictionary without concordance for $1.35) 


Biographies 


LIFE OF ROBERT MURRAY M’CHEYNE, by Dr. 
Andrew A. Bonar. A classic that has brought great 
blessing. Printed in England. . Will especially bless 
preachers. Gives the life of this great Scotch 
preacher and soul winner, with sermons and poems. 
Price, postpaid, only tas .$2.70 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CHARLES G. FINNEY, 
the great New York evangelist. Is one of the first 
ten great biographies of Christians. Stirs revival 
fires, helps in prayer and soul winning. Money back 
if not satisfied. 477 pages; sale price, postpaid, $1.80 


CONFESSIONS OF ST. AUGUSTINE. The true 
story of how the profligate lad became the great 
Augustine. Translated into many languages. What 
searching of a Christian heart! What expressions of 
the sinful nature! What holy revelations of God’s 
love and mercy! Beautiful binding and jacket. 356 
pages; sale price, postpaid................. 45c 


(The copies we have on hand are slightly soiled is 
the reason we can sell them at this low price.) 


THE SHADOW OF THE BROAD BRIM, by Richard 
Ellsworth Day. The life story of Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon. The newest, the most readable; spiritual 
riches and great biography. 236 pages. Price, $1.35 


BUSH AGLOW, by Richard Ellsworth Day. The life 
story of Dwight Lyman Moody. You will greatly 
enjoy this book. 333 pages. Price........................ $1.80 


Books on Prayer 


THE POWER OF PRAYER AND THE PRAYER 
OF POWER, by R. A. Torrey. A marvelous study 
that transforms lives, makes God real and really 
gets Christians to pray. 246 pages, price, post- 
paid $1.58 


HOW TO PRAY, by R. A. Torrey. A smaller book 
on prayer, used around the world. 130 pages, cloth 
bound, postpaid, 75c. Paper bound, 20c, or 6 for 90c 


HOW I KNOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER, by 
Rosalind Goforth (nearly forty years a missionary in 
China). 142 pages, cloth binding 
Paper cover.. 


GETTING THINGS FROM GOD, by Rev. Charles 
A. Blanchard, D.D. I think greater than any book 
on prayer except Torrey’s. Wonderfully rich, per- 
sonal and pointed. 270 pages; price, cloth bound, 
SRL ND SOD cies cnscncdkanpindnebievtcntcgsdyincioboukiepeneniniotas 68c 


THE POSSIBILITIES OF PRAYER, by E. M. 
RE PR ce ER cee ESE $1.13 


THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER, by E. M. Bounds. 
BE piel Sidcsaindtnck chintedpiaendtpint Rie iin bpudediniinaniinaaen $1.13 


LARPs 


PR \ buco sutontiersdnasncbicdndutglnhaphelocbijabpasitigetbienilines jinasaphial $1.13 


(The above three books are famous and have been 
greatly blessed of God in England and America.) 


Great Books on Soul Winning 


PERSONAL WORK, by R. A. Torrey. 186 pages. 
The original great work long used in Moody Bible 
pf nk NE SR et PERE ee SPST Ns; $1.13 


PERSONAL SOUL WINNING, by William Evans. 
A guide to effective methods. Has been very use- 
ful. Real Scriptural help for every kind of case. 
192 pages. Often used in soul winning classes but 
equally good for personal study. Price, post- 
paid $1.13 


STRANGE EXPERIENCES OF THE DOCTOR, by 
Walter Lewis Wilson. Tells of delightful soul win- 
ning experiences. 126 pages, cloth bound. Price, 
DOERR, | DIRE, ose sce~ceccceansttnae seaiioviscubestl pdpieepen sauadbvestanteinaiiél 45c 


TWICE-BORN MEN. One hundred true testimonies 
of statesmen, scientists, explorers, discoverers, re- 
formers, martyrs, philanthropists, etc., showing the 
miraculous change that came into one hundred lives 
when they trusted Christ for salvation. It is won- 
derful reading for lost sinners and will inspire and 
hearten Christians. A famous book, 144 pages, cloth 
bound, postpaid, only.............-............--.<-+--+- .54c 


Books of Daily Devotional 
Reading 


STREAMS IN THE DESERT, 
compiled by Mrs. Chas. E. Cow- 
man. The most popular in the 
world, true to the Bible, tender, 
rich, comforting, Scriptures, quo- 
tations from famous preachers, 
poems and comments for every day 
in the year. 377 pages. A favorite 
gift. Price, postpaid.................. $1.35 


CONSOLATION, by Mrs. Chas. E. 
Cowman. Similar to Streams in 
the Desert. However, is especially 
written to comfort sorrowing and 
troubled. 354 pages, postpaid, $1.35 


SPRINGS IN THE VALLEY, by Mrs. Chas. E. 
Cowman, Daily readings for the 
whole year by the author of 


Streams in the Desert. Similar 
size, rich binding, price, post- 
( gpecrrcereteemten teens ree $1.35 


FILLED — WITH THE SPIRIT, 
by Richard Ellsworth Day. A 
wonderfully rich study to be car- 
ried on for a whole year, readings 
for every day, with the general 
theme, “My human best, filled 
with the Spirit.” A very, very 
popular gift book. The editor 
commends it most heartily. 
| REITs AT oe oT ee OE $1.35 


Bible Study Books 


THE HOLIEST OF ALL, by Andrew -Murray. 
Famous exposition of Hebrews. 552 pages, price, 
SG’ ipeicnigisantiinideerentnnksdubiesininiectenuiidinntccamianemiaae $2.70 


SCRIPTURE MEMORIZING FOR SUCCESSFUL 
SOUL WINNING, by Evangelist Oscar Lowry, for- 
merly director of practical work, Moody Bible Insti- 
tute. Very greatly used. 192 pages, postpaid, 
ROE | Gctevdatlceciniccncdilbemiididiansiien sliguiiaies sbdiievitinncadiciebianseliin 90c 


THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO HE IS, AND WHAT 
HE DOES, by R. A. Torrey. The simplest, most 
Scriptural, most convincing book on this subject in 
print. Especially helpful on the baptism of the pow- 
er of the Holy Spirit. 201 pages, beautful jacket, 
DOTOG, OM oni crsiscnckcsicbceseewcabebelondoans Se ediditedecbamhasaia $1.35 


STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
MATTHEW, by E. Schuyler English. Strongly com- 
mended by Sunday School Times, Dr. A. C, Gaebe- 
lein, Dr. H. A. Ironside. 226 pages, now priced at 
only 90c. (Formerly $1.75). 


Books on Prophecy 


THE COMING KINGDOM OF CHRIST, by John 
R. Rice, D.D. Fourteen strong chapters on proph- 
ecy, the course of this age, the return of Christ, the 
regathering of Israel, their conversion and the mil- 
lennium, with preceding events, great tribulation, the 
Man of Sin, etc. “A mine of Scriptural information, 
simple, literal, convincing. Nothing like it in print. 
198 pages, cloth bound, postpaid.............................. 90c 


UNVEILING THE FUTURE. Prophetic messages 
by twelve authors: namely, Rimmer, Gaebelein, 
Riley, Trumbull, Gray, Brooks, Sale-Harrison, Barn- 
house, Brumbaugh, Brown, Pettingill, Dunham. 165 
ORION, GOD eincisencndetcientitintge instil ~eiionwecisibdacihaniecsondibinmialiaal 90c 


INTO THE CLOUDS, by Arthur I. Brown, scientist, 
Bible teacher, lecturer, and author of several more 
well known books. This book reveals some of the 
most astonishing and convincing data ever com- 


piled in such a volume. It is presented in a “larly 
manner, yet most fascinating, and breathes ag. 


sweetness of a Christian waiting his Lord’ ; 
12 chapters, 224 pages, cloth, only.........,.----.--------+--. 90c 


JESUS IS COMING, by W. E. B. The most useful 
book in print, proving the premillennial coming of 
Christ. Answers every argument. Packed full of 
Scriptures, hundreds of references. This book com- 
mended by A. T. Pierson, James M. Gray, Len G. 
Broughton, W. J. Erdman, A. B. Simpson, Robert E. 
Speer, R. A. Torrey, and J. Wilbur Chapman. De- 
lightfully simple, 252 pages, cloth bound, price, 
STIENGE ycincésmuseitieanamsbenasotsadeiiencsnesghd picietiaagite doltepligedianitig 68c 


Books By A. C. Gaebelein 


HOPELESS, YET THERE IS HOPE. 193 pages, 
DCEIREG., ROO. sestapechoncdsisitcostheniintevenkaigaenbaneloasogiiiens aE > 90c 
THE CONFLICT OF THE AGES. 173 pages, post- 
SOREL, WIIG. oo cccsccchncvenaunpoossscenstnabiecsdediaoombacinmae danas 90c 
LISTEN, GOD SPEAKS. 184 pages, postpaid, 
OE BOD  a0ci ddccvcsncchpanashienbiphidsieeaedenhasabigasdtagiaiauasai tee geiiill 90c 


Revival Messages 


REVIVAL SERMONS, by J. Wilbur Chapman. 
Eighteen great sermons, simple, moving, used to 
win thousands. Wonderfully winsome. 237 pages, 
DESO | CU ecesnp cts sesctenistlnstasresnmnpaccapigivepetniieemae 90c 


REVIVAL ADDRESSES, by R. A. Torrey. Sixteen 
sermons preached around the world. 271 pages, 
price, postpaid...................... a Wa iboituiepdonbaabuncacehail $1.35 


WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? by John R. 
Rice. Sharp, plain Bible preaching on sin, Hell, 
judgment, and the plan of salvation. Many scrip- 
tures. 150 pages, price, postpaid................. hixehonbiaels 90c 


YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN. Ten revival mes- 
sages by Hyman Appelman, Texas evangelist. Burn- 
ing words used to save sinners. 142 pages, 
RGD | ..ncicehi Gebcndlinsaentsckecnleinsecdaditiqsindatncrciphtniineas essai 90c 


THE WORLD’S SATURDAY NIGHT, by W. E. 
Biederwolf. Thirteen striking sermons by the 
famous evangelist recently gone to Heaven. 167 
pages, price, postpaid...................... Sioconieuabieiiiae alain ..90c 


REVIVAL LECTURES, by Charles G. Finney. A 
classic. 
SOSEIIEE . cpaltodiseleitiecsaaktthl desashtalitinesiGhonedihen tans basocaboensiil iecsauile $1.80 


HOW TO CONDUCT AND PROMOTE A SUCCESS- 
FUL REVIVAL, With Suggestive Outlines. Edited 
by R. A. Torrey. Articles by many great soul win- 
ners, marvelously useful. 336 pages, Price, post- 
paid .... sab $1.13 


Order From THE SWORD BOOK ROOM, 201 E. 10th St., Dallas, Texas 
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"More About Christians 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


neither by any other oath: but 


let your yea be yea: and your 
nay, nay; lest ye fall into con- 
demnation.” 


“Above all things , .. swear 


not,” says the Word of God, not by 


héaven nor by earth, “neither by 


"any other oath.” A Christian is 


not to swear. And the command 
Says that this is “Above all things.” 
What excuse have you, then, Chris- 
tian man or woman, for taking the 
ungodly and barbarous oaths of 
the secret societies? How can you 
face your Lord and Master whose 
command is so plain? No Chris- 
tian, then, can take secret society 
oaths without sinning against God 
and violating the command of Je- 
sus Christ and of the Bible. 


ae eg IV. Lodge Religion Is Not 
The Christian Religion, But 
Pagan and AntiChristian 
Many Christian people are in the 
lodges. They would like to feel 


that the lodges themselves are 
Christian, and that the lodges make 


“The Double 


Curse of Booze’”’ 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


on the cocktail serving host or 


Faces will burn, consciences will 
be jaroused, sinners will be con- 

prted and saved. Bring loved ones. 
Pray for the power of God! Special 
music, big choir. 

SUNDAY MORNING: Sunday 
School, 9:30. Lesson, First Corin- 
thians 11, 12. The Bible on bobbed 
hair and the Lord’s Supper. 10:45 
Service sermon by the pastor on 
“THE FUTURE OF THIS 
CHURCH.” The pastor will explain 
why he must resign soon, will 
sh many, many invitations for 
evivals and announce good news 
about the pastor most members 
wish to get, and future happy 
plans. 
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Sale Price,“1Sc each; 7 for $1.00 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 
201 E. Tenth St. 
Dallas, Texas 


a 


} RAINBOW CLEANING CO. 
} CLEANING & PRESSING 


122 W. Jefferson 9-8760 


Px. 


ee 


“In The Service of Others” 
COMPLETE FUNERALS 
| $148 UP 
POOLE FUNERAL HOME 
6-0848 


Fall Suits 


| $16.50 to $34.50 


PANTS 
$2.50 to $4.50 


— Easy Terms — 


TAILOR MADE 
READY MADE 


BELL 
Clothing Co. 


The Young Men’s Store 
— AIR CONDITIONED — 


1617 MAIN STREET 
DALLAS 


Joining Lodges 


better Christians, or at least that 
there is nothing offensive to 
Christianity in the lodges. Un- 
thinking or unspiritual church 
members often insist that the 
lodges are just as good as the 
churches and are doing the same 
kind of work. Alas, they are de- 
ceived. The lodges and secret or- 
ders are not Christian. They have 
a religion, but it is not the Chris- 
tian religion. The lodge God is not 
the same as the God of the Bible, 
the God that Christians worship 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The lodge Bible does not mean the 
same to a lodge as it means in 
the house of God and to a devout 
Christian who believes it. The 
Lord Jesus Christ is dishonored and 
unclaimed in the lodges. The doc- 
trine and teaching are antichris- 
tian, and doubtless millions of peo- 
ple have died unconverted and 
doomed to torment, being led by 
blind leaders of the blind in the 
lodges. In the lodges they were 
taught a plan of salvation that can- 
not save a soul, a plan entirely 
contrary to the Bible, a plan that 
is pagan and heathen and not 
Christian. I say that the religion 
of the lodges is not Christianity, but 
that the lodges, in religion, are 
antichristian, 


Again let me say that I do not 
mean that lodge members are nec- 
essarily unchristian or antichris- 
tian. Many lodge members that I 
know give evidence of having truly 
been born again. I love them and 
respect them. Many others are as 
sincere as was my own father who 
was a “bright” Mason, an active 
and enthusiastic lodge member. He 
was also on Odd Fellow and an 
ardent clansman. Whatever his 
mistakes in this matter, he was an 
earnest Christian, a godly man who 
had and deserved the profound re- 
spect of Christian people. Many 
preachers who are good men, saved 
men, sincere men, are lodge mem- 
bers. They sin in that matter, no 
doubt, but they are nevertheless 
Christians. I was a Christian when 
I came to be made a Mason. So I 
do not say that men and women 
who join the lodges are unchris- 
tian or antichristian. I am not 
talking about the lodge members; 
I am talking about the lodges 
themselves. 


No one can deny that the lodges 
claim to be religious. They do not 
claim to be definitely Christian, 
mind you, but they claim to be re- 
ligious. They talk about God. They 
have public prayer.s The Masonic 
meeting place is called a temple. 
Lodges have chaplains, priests, 
Worshipful Masters. They talk 
about immortality and resurrection 
and Heaven. Many times the lodg- 
es profess to show how to get to 
Heaven. Bibles are part of the 
“furniture” of lodges, and frequent- 
ly Scriptures are used. .So all will 
admit that the lodges are reli- 
gious. Masonry has a religion, but 
the religion of Masonry is not 
Christianity. Oddfellowship has a 
religion, though that religion is 
not Christianity. As far as I know, 
other secret orders are like these 
two mentioned. That seems a hard 
thing to say, that lodge religion 
is not Christianity but is rather 
antichristian and pagan. However, 


‘we will prove that that is true, 


prove it by the lodges themselves 
as well as by the Bible. 


In the Encyclopedia of Freema- 
sonry in the Scottish Rite Cathe- 


dral in Dallas, I studied at length 
the Masonic teaching about wheth- 
er or not Masonry is Christian. 
This Masonic Encyclopedia was 
prepared by Dr. Albert G. Mackey, 
famous Masonic authority. He was 
the Past General High Priest and 
Secretary General of the Supreme 
Council, 33rd for the Southern 
Jurisdiction of the United States, 
and it is said that he put more 
than ten years of labor on this 
work. The book is certainly con- 
sidered one of the best, if not the 
best authority on Masonry. I quote 
here the article on “Religion” from 
page 619 (the pages may be dif- 
ferent in older editions of the 
work). 


“The religion of Masonry is 
not sectarian. It admits men 
of every creed within its hos- 
pitable bosom, rejecting none 
and approving none for his 
peculiar faith. It is not Juda- 
ism, though there is nothing in 
it to offend a Jew: it is not 
Christianity, but there is noth- 
ing in it repugnant to the faith 
of a Christian. Its religion is 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


that general one of nature and 
primitive revelation — handed 
down to us from some ancient 
and patriarchal priesthood — 
in which all men may agree 
and none may differ.” 


Note that this Masonic authority 
says, “The religion of Masonry is 
not sectarian.” And again, “It is 
not Christianity.” The religion of 
Masonry is not Christianity. “It 
admits men of every creed within 
its hospitable bosom, rejecting 
none and approving none for his 
peculiar faith.” 


What is the religion of Masonry, 
then. This Masonic authority says, 
“Its religion is that general one of 
nature and primitive revelation — 
handed down to us from some an- 
cient and patriarchal priesthbod — 
in which all men may agree and 
none may differ.’”’ In other words, 
the religion of Masonry is not 
Christianity, not Judaism, but is 
that general religion of paganism 
which all heathen people have. And 
it is expressly stated that Chris- 
tians may be received but they are 
not approved for their peculiar 
faith! 


In this religion of Masonry, 
“there is nothing to offend a Jew.” 
Therefore, Jesus Christ is left out. 
Masonry does not teach that He is 
the divine Son of God, and that 
faith in Him is the only way to 
be saved. Masonry has no cross 
in it, no salvation by blood, and 
its religion is not Christianity, 
Masonic authorities themselves 
bearing witness. 

Dr. Mackey says elsewhere in 
the Encyclopedia of Freemasonry 
(page 152 of the edition published 
by Mose and Company of Philadel- 
phia in 1879): 

“Hutchinson and Oliver, I am 
constrained to believe, have fallen 
into great error in calling the Mas- 
ter Masons’ degree a Christian 
Institution. If Masonry were 
simply a Christian Institution, the 
Brahmin, the Moslem and the 
Buddhist could not conscientiously 
partake of its illumination, but its 
universality is its boast; in its lan- 
guage citizens of every nation may 
converse; at its altars all religions 
may kneel, and to its creed every 
faith may subscribe.” 


That is the religion of Masonry 
and it is not the Christian religion. 
Masonry, says this Masonic author- 
ity so greatly revered among Ma- 
sons, is not ‘‘a Christian Institu- 
tion.” Church members who say 
that it is are mistaken, says this 
Masonic author. A Hindu with his 
religion, or the Mohammedan with 
his, and the Buddhist with his, all 
feel alike at home in Masonry just 
as does the Jew who hates and re- 
jects Christ. 


You can see at a glance, then, 
that the God of Masonry is not 
necessarily the God of the Bible. 
Any heathen deity, the god wor- 
shipped by any savage, would do as 
well for Masons. And the religion 
of Masonry is no more Christian 
than it is Jewish, and no more 
Jewish than it is Mohammedan or 
Hindu or Buddhist, according to 
Masonic authorities themselves! 
Those familiar with Masonic litera- 
ture will recognize this teaching 
which is very prominent. 


Odd Fellows may be surprised 
to know, if they are not familiar 
with the teachings of their order, 
that the official position of their 
lodge is the same. The Odd Fel- 
low’s Manual, written by A. B. 
Grosh, says on page 297, “Judaism, 
Christianity, Mohammedanism rec- 
ognize the only living and true 
God (page 298); followers of dif- 
ferent teachers, ye are worshipers 
of one God who is Father of all, 
and therefore ye are brethren.” 
This manual, (quoted by Geo. L. 
Hunt in his pamphlet on Secret 
Societies, printed by Loizeaux 
Brothers) is understood to have 
been endorsed by the Grand Lodge 
and so to be the expression of the 
lodge itself. Odd-fellowships, then, 
recognize Judaism and Christiani- 
ty and Mohammedanism all on the 
Same plane, and recognize leaders 
of Judaism and Mohammedanism 
as equal with Christ. The religion 
of Odd-fellowship certainly is not 
Christianity, and does not put 
Christ above the false teaching of 
heathendom. The lodges are not 
Christian! 


(This subject continued in a re- 
markably clear article next week. 
It is arousing great interest. Let 
Christians pray that many will be 
turned from the bondage of lodge 
oaths and come out and be sep- 


arate from unbelievers. ) 
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Fire, An Emblem of 
The Holy Spirit 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


higher service He met him in fire. 
Moses had all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians. He had been forty 
years in the schools of the Egyp- 
tians; he had been forty years back 
there in the desert; eighty years, 
and yet that man never did any- 
thing good that was worth putting 
on record! In fact, he made a 
blunder; he killed an Egyptian and 
had to flee. His life was a failure 
up to the time that God met him at 
the burning bush. That marked 
a new epoch in his history, and if 
you meet the God of the burning 
bush you will remember how you 
met Him. From the time that God 
met Moses at the burning bush, he 
became one of the greatest powers 
this world ever had. Isaiah and 
Job and Jeremiah and Moses, all 
of them had to fall before God and 
see their utter unfitness for the 
work. 


Have you who have gone into 
Christian work ever had any such 
experience? Have you ever passed 
through the furnace, and been 
taught by the Spirit of God that 
all your natural gifts go for 
naught unless you have the fire of 
heaven in your soul? You can’t 
go on heavenly missions without 
heavenly fire. When Isaiah saw the 
vision of God’s glory he said, “Woe 
is me! for I am undone; because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for mine eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of Hosts.”’ 
Death to self; that is what it 
means. The first step to a higher 
service is the end of self. God’s 
way up is down. God never yet 
lifted up a man high that He did 
not cast him down first; never. Self 
must be annihilated. When we get 
to the end of our own power, then 
it is that the power of God is 
manifested in us. 


People say they haven’t strength. 
The fact is, they think they have 
too much. People say they haven’t 
wisdom. The fact is, they think 
they have too much wisdom. Oh, 
may this fire come upon us, and 
burn up all our own strength and 
wisdom, so that we may lean upon 
God’s strength and God’s wisdom! 


You ask, “How am I to humble 
myself and get to the end of my- 
self ?’’ I will tell you. One look at 
God does the work. Isaiah saw God 
lifted high on His throne; and what 
a blessing he has been all these 
centuries. Why? Because he was 
purified by the God of heaven and 
received a divine call. Let this, 
purifying process go on. If there 
is something wrong in your life, 
make up your mind you are go- 
ing to get right, first of all. No 
man or woman is ready to receive 
the gifts of God until the heart is 
right. 


lll. Fire Itluminates 


When God has searched and 
purified you and made you a vessel 
fit for His use, the next thing is, 
He will tlluminate you. 


What this country wants is some 
illuminated Christians — men and 
women lit up by the Holy Ghost. 
If we are so lit up by the Spirit 
of God it will not be necessary for 
ministers to stir us up to work; 
they will have to hold us in. In 
Hebrews, the first chapter and the 
seventh verse, we read, “And of 
the angels He saith, Who maketh 
His angels spirits, and His min- 
isters a flame of fire.” A flame of 
fire! that is what we want — il- 
lumination. As the Quakers call it, 
an “indwelling light.” 


What did the one hundred and 
twenty disciples get on the day of 
Pentecost? Illumination, The light 
of heaven flashed in upon them. 
Remember Stephen’s shining face. 
We see very few illuminated Chris- 
tians now. If every one of us was 
illuminated by the Spirit of God, 
how we could light up the church- 
es! But to have a lantern without 
any light, that would be a nuisance. 
A Christian without light is like 
that. Many Christians carry along 
lanterns and say, “I wouldn’t give 
up my religion for yours.” They 
talk about religion. The religion 
that has no fire is like a painted 
fire. They are artificial Christians. 
Do you belong to that class? You 
can tell. If you can’t your friends 
can. 

There is a fable of an old lantern 
in a shed, which began to boast 
because it had heard its master say 


do without it. But the little candle 
within spoke up and said: 

“Yes, you’d be a great comfort 
if it wasn’t for me! You are noth- 
ing; I’m the one that gives the 
light.” 

We are nothing, but Christ is 


everything, and what we want is. 


to keep in communion with Him 
and let Christ dwell in us richly, 
and shine forth through us. 


I have a match box with a 
phosphorescent front. It draws 
in the rays of the sun during the 
day and then throws them out in 
thé dead hours of the night, so that 
I can always see it in the dark. 
Now that is what we ought to be, 
constantly drawing in the rays of 
the Sun of Righteousness and then 
giving them out. Some one said to 
a young convert: 


“It is all moonshine being con- 
verted.” 


He replied, “Thank you for the 
compliment. The moon borrows 
light from the sun, and so I bor- 
row mine from the Sun of ‘Right- 
eousness.”’ 


That is what takes place when 
we have this illumination. 


When the early Christians had 
been purified, and at last were 
ready, they lit up all Jerusalem, 
and the light spread from Jerusa- 
lem to Samaria and to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. I believe 
if we could get that fire of Pente- 
cost into the church of God, Chris- 
tianity would have a mighty power. 


The tabernacle in the Wilderness 
was lit up all the time. The cloud 
of the Lord was upon it by day, 
and the cloud of fire was on it in 
the night, in the sight of’ the house 
of Israel throughout all 
journeys. Then when Solomon had 
finished the temple in Jerusalem 
the Shechinah came in and filled 
it with the glory of God, and the 
fire burned there day and night. 
What do we represent now? Our 
bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost. As the Holy Ghost lit up 
the tabernacle in the desert, and 
the temple at Jerusalem, so we 
are to be lit up by the Spirit. Let 
us ask God to keep this fire burn- 
ing. 

One verse from Jeremiah: ‘““Then 
I said, I will not make mention of 
Him, nor speak any more in His 
name. But His word was if 
heart as a burning fire shut up i 
my bones, and I was weary wit 
forbearing, and I could not stay.’ 


When we are filled with the Spirit 
of God and the Word of God, we 
cannot but speak. We cannot but 
shine. A lighthouse does not need 
to make itself shine; it can’t help 
it. You don’t have to put up a 
notice, “This is a lighthouse.” The 
light tells its own story. I pity 
a person who goes around with a 
little light saying, “Look at my 
light; I shine.” If you are filled 
with the Spirit of God you will 
shine so that no one will need to 
be told. 

I do not know of anything that 
America needs more today than 
men and women on fire with the 
fire of heaven; and I have yet to 
find a man or woman on fire with 
the Spirit of God that is a failure. 
I believe it is utterly impossible. 
They are never discouraged or dis- 
heartened. They rise higher and 
higher, and it grows better and 
better all the while. My dear 
friends, if you haven’t this illumi- 
nation, make up your minds you 
are going to have it. Pray: “O 
God, illuminate me. .O God, fill me 
with Thy Holy Spirit.” ~ 
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The Higher Path 
By Dr. J. B. Thorn 


Price only $1.00. Here is a book 
of twelve excellent sermons. 
They are fundamental and evan- 
gelistic to the core. Each one is 
a masterpiece. The two bac- 
calaureate sermons are worth 
far more than the price of the 
book. 


Order from Rev. James Thorn, 
Box 63, Raleigh, Mississippi 


he didn’t know what he would ever 


their 


